
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Defence Force Remuneration Tribunal Determination No. 6 of 2017
This Determination amends Defence Force Remuneration Tribunal (DFRT) Determination No. 2 of 2017, Salaries (the Principal Determination), made under section 58H of the Defence Act 1903 (the Act) and in accordance with subsection 33(3) of the Acts Interpretation Act 1901 (AIA Act). The Principal Determination sets out provisions dealing with salary for members of the Australian Defence Force (ADF). 
The purpose of this Determination is to provide a definition of a 'degree' for the purposes of trainee salary placement in Schedule B.13 of the Principal Determination.

Clause 1 of this Determination sets out the manner in which this Determination may be cited.

Clause 2 of this Determination provides that the Determination commences on 20 April 2017.

Clause 3 provides that this instrument has authority under section 58H of the Defence Act 1903.

Clause 4 specifies that the amendment is made to the Principal Determination, as amended.

Clause 5 inserts the meaning for 'degree' for Schedule B.13 into the Principal Determination. 

Previously Defence has taken a broad view of the meaning of a degree, based on international qualification frameworks, which generally only dealt with bachelor, masters and doctorate degrees.  

The Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) has introduced a number of new qualifications, including an 'associate degree' at AQF level 6, which has a lower requirement than a bachelor degree. In an effort to maintain the status quo under the AQF, Defence is aligning its terminology of a degree in its eligibility conditions with AQF level 7 to provide certainty for members and administrators. The Australian Qualifications Framework levels can be found at www.aqf.edu.au.

The new subsection B.6.2.1 allows for certainty of placement of trainees onto a rate of salary in Schedule B.13. Defence has agreed that a 'degree' in the context of the schedule be defined in accordance with AQF level 7, bachelor degree. Members who hold a qualification awarded outside Australia are required to seek recognition of that qualification as meeting AQF requirements from the relevant authority. 

The new subsection B.6.2.2 provides that the Chief of Defence Force may decide whether a qualification of AQF level 8 or higher is relevant to the ADF. The decision of relevance has bearing on whether items 6.a.iii or 6.b.iii of Schedule B.13 (introduced by clause 6 of this Determination) will apply to a member. Members who hold a qualification awarded outside Australia are required to seek recognition of that qualification as meeting AQF requirements from the relevant authority.
The previous provision for payment of a rate of salary in section B.6.2 has been retained verbatim in the new subsection B.6.2.3.
Clause 6 substitutes item 6 of Part 1 in Schedule B.13 of the Principal Determination. This item has replaced the previous dot points with numbering so as to give certainty to each sub-item for purposes of cross referencing.

Criteria are provided for the exercise of discretions under the Principal Determination, as amended by this Determination. Adverse decisions may be subject to inquiry under the ADF redress of grievance system. A person may make a complaint to the Defence Force Ombudsman. 
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