
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Defence Force Remuneration Tribunal Determination 2012/17
This Determination amends Defence Force Remuneration Tribunal Determination No. 15 of 2008, Salaries (the Principal Determination), made under section 58H of the Defence Act 1903 (the Act). The Principal Determination sets out provisions dealing with rate of salary for members of the Australian Defence Force (ADF).
This Determination has four purposes.

· Renaming of Competency Level (CL) to Dental Level (DL) 

· Removal of non-specialist dental officers pay grades

· Removal of the requirement for dental officers to be placed on a fixed period appointment.

· Increase the sunset provision time limit from three years to a maximum of six years for dental officers posted out of specialisation.

Clause 1 of this Determination sets out the manner in which this Determination may be cited.

Clause 2 of this Determination provides that the Determination commences on 1 November 2013.

Clause 3 specifies that the amendment is made to the Principal Determination, as amended.

Clause 4 amends subclause B.1.3.2 of the Principal Determination by substituting the concept of ‘competency level’ with ‘dental level’.

Clause 5 amends the table in clause B.3.2 of the Principal Determination. Clause B.3.2 provides definitions for specialist officer salaries. A definition for dental level has been added.
Clause 6 amends the table in subclause B.3.3.1 of the Principal Determination. Subclause B.3.3.1 provides references to the salary payable to a specialist officer. Table item 2 has been amended to remove the reference to Part 2 of Schedule B.6 as Part 2 has been removed by clause 7 of this Determination.

Clause 7 substitutes schedule B.6 of the Principal Determination. Schedule B.6 provides the rates of salary for specialist dental officers. Parts 1 and 3 of this schedule have been amended to substitute competency level with dental level. It also removes Part 2 which provided the non-specialist salary rates for dental officers as all members are now part of the specialist career structure.
Clause 8 substitutes schedule B.16 of the Principal Determination. Schedule B.16 provides the rates of salary for senior officer dental officers. This schedule has been amended to substitute competency level with dental level. 

Criteria are provided for the exercise of discretions under the Principal Determination, as amended by this Determination. Adverse decisions are subject to merits review under the ADF redress of grievance system, including an appeal to the Defence Force Ombudsman.

Authority:  Section 58H of the 
Defence Act 1903
Explanatory Statement drafted by the Directorate of Engagement, Priorities and Drafting (DEPD), Department of Defence, on 9 September 2013.
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